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Ling2-410  

COMPARATIVE SYNTAX 
This is an advanced linguistics course, which presupposes knowledge of both Greek and 

English and aims at the close study of specific morphosyntactic properties of the two 

languages. At the theoretical level, a number of questions will be raised as regards the 

descriptive and explanatory adequacy of syntactic theories (typology vs parameterization in 

the framework of Minimalism). Discussion will include phenomena such as the notion of 

‘subject’; word order; finiteness and definiteness in the NP all of which have been shown to 

cause learnability problems in second language (L2) acquisition.   

 

The aim of the course is to familiarize students with 

 those syntactic theories that adequately describe and explain  cross-linguistic variation 

 provide them with the tools necessary for the adequate description of actual linguistic 

data (both from native speakers and L2 learners) 

 

Students will be assessed through written exams.  

 

COURSE OUTLINE 
1. Frameworks of linguistic comparability 

 1.1 Language Universals 

 1.2 Linguistic Typology 

 1.3 Parameters of Linguistic Variation 

2. Typological characteristics of English and Modern Greek 

 2.1 Morphology 

 2.2 Syntax 

3. Focus on  

3.1 The ‘subject’ 

3.2 Word-order differences 

3.3 Finiteness 

3.4 Complement clauses 

3.5  Definiteness and the noun phrase 
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